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ABOUT US AND
THIS PROGRAM
Eagles Nest Theatre (ENT) was founded in 2006 by prolific theatre-maker James
Adler. Over its ten year history, the company has developed a reputation for
delivering high quality performances in high schools and the public arena,
reaching over 100 schools in Victoria each year. Our public performances have
toured within metro and regional Australia and internationally including New York,
Paris, London and Shanghai.
Theatre-In-Education experiences with Eagle’s Nest are aimed at augmenting
and enhancing students’ class work to achieve top outcomes of the English/
EAL, Literature and Drama VCE Study Designs. We keep the style and language
of the workshops interactive, allowing all students to be included and giving them
the opportunity to realise that they have something profound to say, on their
own terms. Our specific focus is on engaging students directly with the text, and
encouraging a discourse that helps them to develop the skills and techniques to
create meaningful and insightful written responses.
We pride ourselves on having forged an ongoing dialogue with teachers, and the
success we have achieved is very closely linked with us being able to match your
needs.
Our Theatre-In-Education programs have been so successful in Australia that we
are now assisting organisations around the world to establish similar programs.

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
Eagle’s Nest Theatre acknowledges the support of the Department of Education
and Training through the Strategic Partnerships Program. The Victorian
Government’s goal is to achieve world-leading educational performance over the
next ten years. The vision is that every Victorian thrives, learns and grows to enjoy
a productive, rewarding and fulfilling life, while contributing to their local and
global communities.
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OUR
PROGRAMS

MAIN PROGRAM - 2 Hour Program
SHORT PERFORMANCES & WORKSHOP (SPW)

This is especially put together for our texts; Medea, Romeo & Juliet and
Macbeth

COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHOPS (C)

Offered for all our texts

FURTHER AVAILABLE PROGRAM - 1 Hour Program
SHORT PERFORMANCES (SP)

Only available for Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and Medea

WORKSHOP (W)

Offered for all our texts

EXTRA PROGRAMS
FULL PERFORMANCES (F)

Each year we try and offer at least one full performance for students to see.

TAILOR MADE (T)

We are open to also create workshops on specific requests
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MAIN
PROGRAMS
SHORT PERFORMANCE & SHORT WORKSHOP
For the texts Romeo & Juliet, Macbeth & Medea

In this program we offer an imaginative short performances of Romeo and Juliet,
Macbeth or Medea followed by a facilitated discussion, to give students the
opportunity to gain direct access to the world of the creative and look at the play from
different angles.
While their respective performance experience is still fresh, students are encouraged to
explore scenes that caught their attention, critique scenes that caught them by surprise,
and see scenes replayed in different styles in order to help them follow their intuitions
on text interpretation. Students also gain insight in to the actor’s interpretive process in
order to enhance their own internal process.

COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHOP
Our workshops can be created for almost any theatrical text on request. Professional
actors perform readings of key scenes followed by a discussion facilitated by one of
the Eagles Nest core artistic team. Initial readings look at key characters, themes and
contexts, where appropriate. The unique aspect of our workshops is the focus on how
actors interpret text in rehearsal and techniques for breaking down, analysing and
writing about a text.
For schools who wish to engage their students in a more in-depth discussion of the text
with our creatives, our comprehensive workshops are ideal. Key scenes are explored
together where students look at different interpretations, character developments and
linking themes throughout the play. Wherever possible re-reads of some scenes with
different interpretations are incorporated.
Our comprehensive workshops are a great way to enhance the class room discussion
of texts. In the last 12 months, workshops have become our most popular program, with
teachers reporting excellent results from students.
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FURTHER
AVAIL ABLE
PROGRAMS
SHORT PERFORMANCE

For our core texts Romeo & Juliet, Macbeth & Medea
This programs provides a time effective way to introduce students to life
performances of Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and Medea. The performances give
students an overview of the main narrative and key relationships of each text within
a quality theatrical production. Short performances are usually run together with a
short workshop program.

SHORT WORKSHOP
Our short workshops offer the same format as our comprehensive workshops, in a
more compressed format. These can also be created for almost any theatrical text
on request. Our short workshops are for schools who wish to offer their students an
introductory discussion of the text with our creatives, explore key scenes and be
introduced to how actors interpret text in rehearsal, while looking at characters, the
plot and themes that appears in a text.

EXTRA PROGRAMS
FULL PERFORMANCES
Each year we try and offer at least one full performance of one of the popular texts
studied in Victoria. The play is chosen based on interest shown within the survey that
is conducted as part of our partnership with The Department of Education.

TAILOR MADE
Some teachers have special requests on certain texts or how they would like a
workshop to be run. Please talk to our staff, if you do have special requests and we will
try and help you where possible.

4

HOW DOES IT WORK?
STEP 1 – Pick the text.
•
•

Read through and select the texts that you are interested in.
If your text is not listed, please talk to us as we may still be able to help you.

STEP 2 – Choose the Program Type
•

Choose either the 2 hour or 1 hour program.

STEP 3 – Book
Contact us as soon as possible so we can find an available date that suits you. Even
if you are unsure of when you would like to have the workshop, let’s pencil you in to
reserve something and closer to the time things can be finalised.

HOW TO BOOK
To book or to make an inquiry simply:
email school@eaglesnesttheatre.com
phone (03) 9384 6900
or send a request via our website eaglesnesttheatre.com

•
•
•

If you can include as many of the following details as possible that will help the
process go a lot faster:
• name of school and teacher
• interested text/s
• possible dates/s
• (if known), an approximate number of attendance.
One of our friendly staff will then get in touch with you to discuss booking options.

5

“One of, if not, the best theatre in
education explorations of a text
I have ever seen at year 12 level”
Teacher – Mentone Girls Grammar

COSTS
•
•
•
•
•

Programs are charged at a per student price which range from $8.50 to $17.00.
Each text has a MINIMAL BOOKING number of 100 students.
If you have a small class and can’t pay the minimum booking number, please
get in touch as you may be able to pair up with another school.
There is no maximum number. Additional students, above the minimal
booking number, will simply be charged at the per head price.
At the bottom of each text you’ll find the individual cost per student for either
the 1 hour or 2 hour program.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER
THE BOOKING?
Once the booking details and dates have been finalised a booking confirmation
form and invoice will be forwarded to you.
A $250 per booking deposit fee will be required to secure the booking with the
remaining amount due after the performance is completed.

THE PLAYS
Facilitated by one of our Artistic directors,
a team of professional actors present
performances and readings from texts
tailored to enhance your current studies.
Our team will provoke questions about
the text and facilitate open discussion
between creatives, students and teachers.
Scenes will be brought to life to enhance a
deeper understanding and in some cases
different versions will be presented to show
how a directors vision can also influence
the text.

ENGLISH:
Introducing
Shakespeare
Years 7 - 11
Many people’s relationship with literature
and theatre is heavily influenced by their
high school experiences. Even scholars
can find studying Shakespeare complex,
challenging and threatening, but it doesn’t
have to be this way.

ROMEO AND JULIET by William Shakespeare
Performance

It is pretty safe to say that Romeo and Juliet is one of the most famous love stories
ever written. And what a great way to introduce students to Shakespeare or to
deepen their understanding of his language. Our 60 minute short performance
focuses on the tragic relationship between Romeo and Juliet and what obstacles
they face, while still bringing out the comic moments that Shakespeare so cleverly
weaves into his writing.

Workshop

Apart from love, our facilitator, together with the students, will explore the other
themes that are brought to life in this play; mortality, marriage, family, gender, loyalty,
emotions, foolishness and folly, transience. By relating these themes back to todays’
society, students are once again brought closer to Shakespeare’s work and given the
chance to form a deeper understanding of the play.
As each director has their own vision, students will also have the chance to look at
various versions of particular scenes to see how there is not always just one right
way for something to be portrayed.
Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
2 hour program: $10.50 / 1 hour program: $8.50

‘O teach me how I
should forget
to think’
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MACBETH

by William Shakespeare

Performance

One of Shakespeare’s greatest plays, Macbeth, set in
medieval Scotland, is a timeless piece of masterwork
addressing themes that are still relevant today. In this
wonderful 60 minute short performance, we trace
Macbeth’s rise to power, while also looking at the
relationship between Lady Macbeth and Macbeth. By
watching this journey, students are brought closer to
Shakespeare as both the beauty and the grotesque is
portrayed.

Workshop

Power and virtue, fate and freewill, ambition, reality,
gender and the supernatural are some of the themes that
our facilitator will delve into with the students. It is through
the exploration of different interpretations of selected
scenes that the complexity of the play is highlighted and
brought to life, always relating it back to the world we live in
today. How can one character, Lady Macbeth be
presented both as a queen of the three Witches’ who calls
on the supernatural, and as a woman who has suppressed
her femininity, to achieve her ambitions? What is the true
nature of Macbeth? Is he a fool or does he genuinely have
evil motives? This is just one of the methods that we use to
bring students closer to Macbeth and the work of
Shakespeare.
Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
2 hour program: $10.50
1 hour program: $8.50

‘Let not light see my black
and deep desires’

VCE: English/EAL
List 1: Reading and
Creating Texts

Of all creatures that have life and will,
we women
are the most wretched

VCE: English/EAL
List 1: Reading and Creating Texts

MEDEA

by Euripides

Performance

The tale of Medea is perhaps the darkest in the history of literature. It is so tragic that
without seeing the text brought to life by performers, it is difficult to imagine it as a
plausible reality. This performance will give students a one-hour introduction to
Medea, which covers the main narrative in a lively and tangible way. We present the
play as portrayed of woman’s rage facing a world of misogyny, a battle that is fought
at the steepest cost of our innocence.

Workshop

In this workshop, we explore deeper interpretations of Medea as a character – a
woman whose actions are bad, perhaps incomprehensible. Is Medea a monster who
cannot be excused of her crimes, no matter what she has suffered? Or is Medea a
symbol of the lengths an oppressed woman must go to be taken seriously?
Additionally, we investigate the role of the chorus and other features of Greek
theatre. We also use the play to discuss questions about contemporary issues such
as domestic violence.

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
2 hour program: $15 / 1 hour program: $12
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MEASURE FOR MEASURE by William Shakespeare
The law hath not been dead, though it hath slept
What happens when a stickler for the letter of the law is left in charge? Set in Vienna,
Measure for Measure sits in uncomfortably tragicomic territory. It is unclear
whether the play is a classic comedy that pokes fun at the superficiality of love,
morality, power and corruption, or whether it uses a comic façade – costumes and
mistaken identities – to investigate the darker nature of these concepts.
Shakespeare’s work is often praised for its enduring relevance – for instance, we
might draw parallels between the investigation of the private and sexual lives of the
play’s characters, and 21st century legislation on gay marriage in Australia. In both
cases the Law involves itself in the private congress between consenting adults.
Alongside Measure for Measure’s historical and contemporary application, this
workshop will investigate the comic forms running beneath the play.
Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12
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EXTINCTION by Hannie Rayson
This Australian play does not follow the normal journey of a hero and yet it is still
compelling and interesting. No one is evil and no one is completely virtuous. What
brings them together is the issue we all face today; Global Warming.
In this workshop of Extinction key scenes will be presented in various different styles
to explore the passion and ethics that are presented in this play. The question of what
does it mean to live with the shadow of death, both our own and that of others,
constantly hovering above us, is just one of the key issues that will be explored.
While watching different scenes, philosophical ideas will be unpacked including
looking at evolution and asking the question that is constantly raised in Extinction
“Does it matter if the tiger quoll’s days are numbered? Perhaps extinction is just part
of the cycle of life or is human intervention necessary?”
Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12

16

“The professionalism, ability to engage and
thought-provoking connections made by the
team were simply outstanding. We will certainly
highly recommend the presentation in the
future”.
Teacher – Bendigo Senior Secondary College

“We have found that the productions engage the
students and cause a lot of discussion
afterwards. I highly recommend Eagle’s Nest
Theatre Company to any school looking for a
way to bring a variety of texts ‘to life’.”

Teacher -Copperfield College

“The workshop was wonderful, very interactive
and responsive to the students’ needs.”
Teacher - Craigieburn Secondary

“I enjoyed the program yesterday because it
really made us think about the characters and
helped position us in their shoes.”
Student – Gilmore College

VCE:

English/EAL

LIST 2

Reading and
Comparing Texts
For these texts, the standard
workshop is a comparative
workshop. However, on request
programs for individual texts are
available.
are available.
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If you can fire a gun and stand in the sun,
they might pretend to forget!

BLACK DIGGERS

by Tom Wright

Studied in comparison to The Longest Memory by
Fred D’aguiar

World War I and Gallipoli in particular are iconic events in the
formation of Australian national identity. Yet the contribution of
indigenous servicemen is often under-recognised. Black Diggers
is a kaleidoscope of missing voices, an epic tale of triumph and
disaster. It speaks of the struggle indigenous men faced trying to
enlist in the war, of rare moments of racial equality on the
battlefield, and of our post-war disregard for our Black Diggers.
This workshop will explore the diverse perspectives that make up
indigenous history as well as ongoing issues of indigenous
voicelessness in contemporary Australia. It uses The Longest
Memory as a point of reference, to compare the long
acknowledged experience of African American slaves with that
of indigenous Australians.

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $17
Short Workshop = $14
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THE CRUCIBLE by Arthur Miller
Studied in comparison to Years of Wonder
by Geraldine Brooks
This play will be studied in conjunction with the novel Year of
Wonders. Both texts ask deep questions about the
contemporary ‘us and them’ paradigm. What are our
scapegoats? Hysteria in the media; hysteria within religion;
political extremism; fear of Islam; gun ownership in the United
States… How do human relationships sit alongside hysteria,
power and corruption?
We investigate these questions in The Crucible through
multiple readings of the characters of Abigail, John Proctor
and Elizabeth Proctor, and through different interpretations of
their relationships. How do each of these characters
contribute to the play’s tragedy? Is Abigail really a ‘whore’, or is
she a deceived young woman who endures malicious
accusation? Is Proctor the noble hero of the play, or is he a
weak man whose philandering has undone the world? Is
Elizabeth a victim or is Proctor right when he says that her
sense of justice has ‘frozen the beer’?

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12
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The town gone so silly

BOMBSHELLS

by Joanna Murray-Smith

Studied in comparison to The Penelopiad
by Margaret Atwood
Greek myth s is one of the foundation stones undergirding many Western
literary forms and ideas. In particular, we might think of Homer’s Odyssey
as the father of all our stories. In the Odyssey, Penelope, wife of Odysseus,
stands out for her devotion and faithfulness – but is she in fact an object of
her father’s, suitors’ and husband’s manipulation? Atwood rewrites
mythology to give the women of the canon their voice, opening up new
worlds of mythos in contemporary literature.
With a few notable exceptions, the history of theatre has revolved
primarily around the stories of men. Like Atwood’s Penelopiad,
Murray-Smith’s project is to refocus this attention on women, in particular
on contemporary women. Bombshells introduces us to six women
precariously balancing their private and public lives. In the playwright’s
words, “where once women went mad suppressing their ambitions or
dreams, they now drive themselves mad trying to fulfil them all
simultaneously”.
Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12

Women on
the edge!
SHE
is weaving
HER
version

VCE

Literary
Texts
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VCE: Literary Texts

CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF
by Tennessee Williams

Lies can keep families and society afloat, but inevitably the truth will out. At Big
Daddy Pollitt’s birthday celebration, the Pollitt family find themselves forced
to face their own inner truths. The lies inevitably prevail.
This workshop examines issues of family, masculinity, homosexuality, and
Williams’ recurring theme of alcoholism. Williams has a magical way of showing
the beautiful fragility of how we all have lies we hang on to.

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12

A TASTE OF HONEY by Shelagh Delaney
A play that was originally planned to be written as a novel but quickly turned
into a play not just to revitalise theatre in Britain but also to emphasise many
key social issues in a powerful way that can sometimes only be done when
actually watching live action in front of oneself.
A Taste of Honey questions and looks at not just one but all of Britain’s
mid-twentieth-century issues of class, race, gender and sexual orientation.
Both these topics as well as the well written language are reasons why A Taste
of Honey became known as a “kitchen sink” play, a genre revolutionised British
Theatre.

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12
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Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $10.50 / Short Workshop = $8.50

Cosi invites audiences to share Lewis’ journey as he discovers the ordinariness in Mozart Opera,
and the extraordinariness in a closed psychiatric ward. With the Vietnam war raging, Lewis and
his friend are trying to stop the suffering of thousands. Lewis learns a valuable lesson when his
attention is diverted from his cause, and he sees the suffering of those right in front of him.

COSI by Louis Nowra

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $15 / Short Workshop = $12

This workshops delivers an initial reading of each scene, focusing on the play’s context, the
construction of characters, and the themes of prejudice and justice in the 1950’s America. In a
second reading students explore, and develop arguments about, alternative interpretations of
the scenes with a focus on the judicial process and the power of language.

The necessity of discourse in the judicial process is revealed when a single juror in a murder trial
votes ‘not guilty’ against his eleven counterparts. The only thing we know about the defendant is
that he is poor, yet prejudices, class relations, the legal process, and one man’s struggles with his
son all emerge as, one by one, each juror changes his verdict. In the process we also discover our
own prejudices.

TWELVE ANGRY MEN by Reginald Rose

OTHER POPUL AR WORKS

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $17 / Short Workshop = $14

Initially, we look at representation of the abuse and dislocation of the Nyoongah in the Moore River
Settlement in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Discussion focuses on the disempowerment of Aborigines,
the materialistic values held by the white Australians, and the value placed on place and family
by indigenous communities. Further discussion and readings look at how the form and content
of the play provides an opportunity for the indigenous voice and cultural experience to come to
light.

This workshop offers students a rare opportunity to explore this text guided by members of the
indigenous community and draw on their wealth of personal and cultural knowledge of
indigenous history.

NO SUGAR by Jack Davis

Prices per student (Min booking 100 students)
Comprehensive Workshop = $10.50 / Short Workshop = $8.50
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Investigating the historical Caesar and the foundations of modern democracy, we look at honor,
power and language in the game of politics. Was it Caesar’s despotism or his perceived fragility
that made him a target for political overthrow? Is honor and integrity as or more important than
the ability to frame these concepts?

JULIUS CASEAR by William Shakespeare

CONTACT US
Eagles Nest Theatre Company
24 Hardy Street
Brunswick VIC 3056
school@eaglesnesttheatre.com
(03) 9384 6900 / 0423 339 431
/eagles nest

“See this company whatever the day of the
year and whatever continent you’re in!”
Paris, 2012.

eaglesnesttheatre.com
Eagles Nest is a registered not-for-profit arts organisation. ABN: 55 607 831 788

